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Departmental Activities: Curriculum and Beyond

Department: Zoology

Year: 2017-18

Department Society and its Office Bearers:

Synapse, Zoology Society created an event-filled environment of learning beyond classrooms. It
organized various seminars and workshops, activities also includes arranging Freshers’ Welcome,
Farewell party and Student Excursions. Zoology Society released Department magazine
‘Evolvere’ that embodies the potential and the literary skills of our students.
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Part B.1

Seminars/conferences/workshops conducted by the
Department

DBT- Star sponsored workshop on Understanding our
Environment: Human Interference conducted by
Department of Zoology under the aegis of D. S. Kothari Centre
for Research and Innovation in Science Education (DSKC),
Miranda House on August 18, 2017. The workshop was well
attended by over forty students across various disciplines and
universities in and around Delhi. This workshop aimed to
introduce and motivate students about the stressed environment
and how interaction among different organisms of various
strata impact human health. The focus of the workshop
students was on developing an understanding of the
contemporary research on xenobiotic degradation and how they
can contribute to Swachh and Swasth Bharat Abhiyan. The
programme was coordinated by Dr. Rekha Kumari and Dr.
Simran Jit from the Department.
Participants-40.

Workshop on "Immunoinformatics for Rational Vaccine
Design” was organised under DBT star College Scheme for
students from 18th to 22nd September 2017. It was five days
workshop included lectures on Vaccine Designing and Molecular
Docking through eminent speakers from AIIMS, IGIB and IIT
Delhi, also IMTECH, Chandigarh.

Participants-30.
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A seven day National Symposium cum
Faculty Development Programme on
“Genome Editing Tools” was conducted on
January 15-22, 2018. The primary objective
of this symposium was to gain insight on the
earlier and latest genome editing tools to
understand gene functionality. The lectures
from experts in the field, extensive review of
literature by participants and demonstrations
by suppliers provided the right exposure to
biotechnology and genetic engineering. This
Symposium cum Faculty Development
Programme focused on the recent advances in
an area that is highly relevant in the
contemporary genomic era. It seeks to
provide a platform to teachers and doctoral
students to enhance and update their concepts
of DNA manipulation by modern molecular
tools.

Participants-55.

Part B.2

Extension Activities organized

Department also conducted a Bridge Course on Laboratory
Instrumentation: Principle, Usage and Applications for
students of B.Sc. (H) Zoology Part I from 16-21 August
2017. The Course has been designed to provide training on
basic equipment and techniques used.

Participants-46
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An inaugural lecture on “Maneuvering the
human genome from GATC to genome
medicine an unending excitement” was
organised as a part of Zoology Society
“Synapse”on September 14, 2017 by Prof.
B.K. Thelma from Department of
Genetics, University of Delhi.

Participants-113.

An educational trip to
Aravali Biodiversity Park

An educational trip to Aravali
Biodiversity Park was
organized on November 6,
2017. The objective was to
observe the moist deciduous
forest community in general,
and a Fernary, an Orchids
Conservatory, a Butterfly
Conservatory along with a
herbal garden in particular.
Participants-77
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THE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM BY INSPIRE
In December 2017, hands on workshop was conducted in the Department of Zoology by INSPIRE. Various
schools from all over India had participated in the workshop. Practical experiences were given to students
interested in pursuing science in future. Practical work included slide preparation of different animal
tissues, gram staining, DNA isolation and demonstration of enzymatic activity of SDH. There were total 10
students from various schools.

TALK  BY PROFESSOR  JERRY COYNE AT  INSA

On January 4, 2018 students of the zoology department went for
a lecture by biologist JERRY COYNE on “ Why evolution is
true” at INSA. Professor Jerry is an American biologist
currently teaching at the University of Chicago. He is well
known for his work on speciation and is the author of the text
speciation and best- selling non fiction book why evolution is
true.
Participants-31
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Campus Bird Count:

On February 19, 2018 the Department of
Zoology organised Campus Bird Count in
association with the Great Backyard Bird Count.
21 different species of birds were listed during a
walk of about 2 hours, in the college premises.
The walk was followed by a lecture by the 2
experts  who  conducted  the  walk.
Participants-30.

A TALK BY Dr. JUGNU JAIN
On 26th march, 2018, the students attended a talk on Creation
Of A Biobank To Catalyze The Development And Delivery
Of Personalized Medicine by Dr. Jugnu Jain at room no- 145.
Dr. Jugnu Jain is the Co-Founder and CEO of Sapien
Biosciences.
Sapien Biosciences is India’s largest high quality biorepository
that integrates ethically obtained human samples with associated
medical, pathological and diagnostic data.
Participants-60

There was a field visit to Asola Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary. Students from the
III and II year Zoology Hons course
were taken to this visit for the study
of Behavioral pattern of wildlife in
the sanctuary on 4th April 2018.

Participants-67.
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Part B.3

Any other event organized as part of students’ activities (not listed above)

Zoological society “Synapse” celebrated its annual festival Impulse on 26-27 Feburary 2018, the theme
was Wild life conservation. During the festival a Bird walk in our college campus was organized under the
guidance of Delhi based naturalists specializing in nature trails. During this bird walk 21 resident bird
species were spotted in our college. This was followed by a very interesting lecture Birds and Beasts: a
talk on bird conservation, reptiles and amphibians by Kaustabh Srikant,a programme officer –Eco trails
WWF, India. Another important feature of the festival was A Poly Cystic Ovarian Syndrome (PCOS)
awareness camp where Dr. Manika Khanna a renowned gyneacologist from INTAS Pharmaceuticals
created awareness about PCOS among young students. This was followed by a panel discussion themed on
A Road Less Taken with alumni of the Department of Zoology. There were 55 students.
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The Department hosted the Fresher’s Party for
the incoming batch  on 23th August of 2017-18
at room no-248.  The event saw huge
participation. There were 92 students.

On 13th April 2018, room no- 248, Department
Students organized Farewell for their seniors and
event also included launch of Department
Magazine and T-Shirts. There were 86 students.
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