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Name: Meeta Kumar   

 

Department: Economics    

 

Current Designation: Associate Professor 

 

Email id: meeta.kumar@mirandahouse.ac.in 

       
 

Academic Qualifications: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field of Specialization under the Subject/Discipline: Development Economics 

               Public Policy 

               Economic History of India 

Total Teaching Experience: 34 years 

Teaching at Miranda House since: 17 July 1995 

List of Publications  

1. Kumar, M., & Somanathan, R. (2026). Princely States. In L. Chaudhary, T. Roy, & A. V. 

Swamy (Eds.), The Cambridge Economic History of Modern South Asia (pp. 482–503). 

chapter, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

2. Bhatia, R., M. Kumar (2024). Shifting Margins: Visibility & Invisibility of Peri-Urban 

Yamuna Farmers. HRC Journal of Economics and Finance 2(2), 1-16. 

3. Bhatia, R., M. Kumar (2024). Urbanising a River: Twin tales of Yamuna and 

Delhi.  Explorations. E-Journal of the Indian Sociological Society 8(1), 128-155. 

4. Bhatia, Reema and Meeta Kumar (2016). The Social Ecology of the Yamuna . In Berfu 

Ahyan (ed.), International Sociology and Critical Perspectives Conference on Social 

Movements. Istanbul, SOCIOCRI ’16 DAKAM ISBN 978-6059207-29-4. 

5. Kumar, Meeta and Mihir Pandey, eds, (2010) Economic Challenges to Make South Asia 

Free from Poverty and Deprivation, Academic Foundation, Delhi. 

Research Projects:  

Ph.D Thesis: My thesis is titled ‘Leadership and development: A study of progressive policy 

in Indian princely states’. It examines the impact of the Compulsory Education Act, 

introduced in the Princely State of Baroda in the early 20th century on literacy outcomes of the 

regions. I examine inequalities in literacy attainments across caste and gender, and the 

persistent effects of Baroda’s education policy, using historical census data and current impact 

evaluation techniques. 

 

DEGREE 
YEAR OF 

AWARD 
INSTITUTION 

Ph.D. (Economics) 2026 Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi 

M. Phil. (Economics) 1994 Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi  

M.A. (Economics) 1990 Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi  

B.A.(H) Economics 1988 Lady Shri Ram College, University of Delhi. 
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Miles on Yamuna: under the Delhi University Innovation Project scheme.  

This inter-disciplinary project, undertaken in two phases, 2012-2013, and 2013-15, 

investigated the socio-economic and political structure of communities on the banks of the 

Yamuna in Delhi, with a view to explaining the relation between the river and the city, and 

extrapolating from there sustainable solutions to keep the river alive. 

 

M.Phil. dissertation:  was entitled “The Indian Cotton Textile Industry in the Inter-War 

Period – A Study with Special Reference to Tariff Protection”.  I constructed and estimated a 

model of demand for cotton textiles in the inter-war period to establish the effectiveness of 

tariff protection in British India, and examined the implications of the results in the context of 

the historiography and the political economy of the period. I showed that the tariff introduced 

effectively protected British exports to India against Japanese imports into the Indian market. 

 

Recent Conferences/ Seminars: 

 

1. Seminar: ‘The persistent effects of compulsory education in Baroda, 1901–2011’, Indian Institute of 

Technology, Delhi, 25 February 2026 

2. 4th International Conference on Indian Business and Economic History, Indian Institute of 

Management (Ahmedabad), 5-6 September 2025.  

3. World Congress of the Econometric Society, Seoul, South Korea, 18-22 August 2025 

4. CDS PhD Colloquium – Crossroads 2025, Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, 

20-22 March 2025. 

5. 19th Annual Conference on Economic Growth and Development, Indian Statistical Institute, 19-21 

December 2024.  

6. Advance Graduate Workshop, Azim Premji University and Institute of New Economic Thinking, 

APU, Bangalore, 10-23 July 2022. 

 

Conferences/Courses Organized: 

 

2008 -2012, 2018 – 2024: Have led the organization of a series of week-long workshops on 

‘Management and Cultural Contexts’ in collaboration with Shri Ram College of Commerce and 

the Utrecht Business School, Hogeschool Utrecht University of Applied Sciences, Utrecht, 

Netherlands. 

 

8-9 January 2018: International Conference on Rethinking the Obvious: The Rhetoric of 

Development, Miranda House (with Dr. Reema Bhatia) 

 

2015- 2018: Coordinator (with Dr. Reema Bhatia), Rethinking the Obvious: The Rhetoric of 

Development, a Certificate Seminar Course offered at Miranda House, University of Delhi in 

collaboration with The George Washington University  

 

Administrative Responsibilities: 

2019- 2026: Member, International Collaborations Committee 

2021- 2024: Convener, Connectivity and Website Committee 

2017- 2023: Member, Workload Committee 

2015 - 2017: Member, Proctorial Committee 

2011-2012: Coordinator, BA (Program) 

2006-2008: Teacher-in-Charge, Department of Economics 

2005-2007: In- charge, College Timetable 

1996-1998: Teacher-in-Charge, Department of Economics 

Extra-Curricular Responsibilities: 

2015-2017: Faculty Advisor, Economics Society, Miranda House 
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2012-2014: Convener, Debating Society, Miranda House 

2010-2012: Convener, Students Union, Miranda House. 

2001- 2007: Faculty Advisor, Debating Society, Miranda House. 

2001-2003: Programme Officer, National Social Service Scheme, Miranda House unit. 

1999-2001: Faculty Advisor, English Dramatics Society, Miranda House. 

1996-1998: Faculty Advisor, Debating Society, Miranda House. 

1995-1996: Faculty Advisor, Economics Society, Miranda House. 

 

2011-2012: Secretary, Staff Association, Miranda House. 

 1998-2000: Treasurer, Staff Association, Miranda House. 

 

Synergy: 

Resource person in the workshop for the development of Integrated Modules for Teaching-

learning of Economics at the Secondary Stage, DESS, NCERT, 14-19 February 2022 

Resource person in the “Workshop to review of the developed assessment questions for the final 

certification of MOOCs on SWAYAM”, CIET, NCERT, New Delhi, 26-27 July, 2021 

Resource person for ‘Development of E-contents in Social Sciences and Commerce’ held from 4-9 

March, 2021 in the Department of Education in Social Sciences, NCERT, New Delhi. 

Resource person at workshop for ‘Mapping the e-Content of CIET, NCERT Corresponding to 

Themes in NCERT Textbooks for Classes IX to XII’, organized by CIET, NCERT, New Delhi, 7-11 

May 2018. 

Recorded video-lectures for seven modules of Microeconomics for Class XII to be made available 

on MOOCS on SWAYAM, 2017-18. 

Resource person for ‘Review of Modules (Economics) Developed by Subject Matter Expert for 

MOOCs for School Education”, CIET, NCERT New Delhi, 12-15 June 2017. 

Resource person at ‘Workshop on Professional Growth of PGT in Economics: A research study on 

their Perception and Opportunities for Growth’, Department of Education in Social Sciences, 

NCERT, New Delhi 29-10 November 2016. 

Resource person at ‘Workshop for Development of eContent in Economics for the Secondary Stage’, 

Department of Education in Social Sciences, NCERT, New Delhi 28-29 July 2016. 

Contributed to the Development of Exemplar Material in Economics for the Visually Challenged, 

NCERT, 2015-16. 

2004 - Present: Have been closely associated with the organization of various South Asian 

Economics Students’ Meets, by providing academic and organizational inputs. This meet has 

been held annually since 2004, by rotation in Delhi, Lahore, Dhaka, Colombo and Kathmandu.   

 


