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Giobalization projects an image of the
world where boundaries are disappearing,
a world where communication, connection
and competition can come from anywhere.
It means increased integration of
economies and societies around the
world, transcending the boundaries of the
nations, flow of capital, ideas, people,
culture, technology and much more. Since
we are living in a globalized world, it
becomes essential, especially for the
youth to understand the meaning of
globalization and its influence on various
aspects of our lives. Therefore, The
Department of Elementary Education
organized a series of workshops on issues
related to Globalization such as
Education, Culture, Gender etc.

Globalization: An Introduction

In the introductory session, Professor
Sunanda Sen, spoke about the various
aspects of globalization.
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She said that each and every individual is
connected to the world. With integration of
global economies, market has been
opened up, goods and commodities can
be imported or exported without problems.
The market is shaping patterns of
consumption. The control of the state over
the market as well as import and export
has been reduced. Channels of
communication have increased with faster
and easy spread of internet. All developing
countries have opened their markets to
globalizations that has resulted in the free
flow of goods, technology and people. She
continued by saying that only a few
countries will be able to produce efficiently
and many will get eliminated in the
process which will lead to monopoly of a
few. This process will not absorb all
manufacturers and workers. She argued
that with the availability of imported
technologies, fewer people are required to
do the same job. In agricultural sector,
only the richer farmers can afford the new
technology. She pointed out that this
creates a division between elite and
marginalized, and also between different
strata of the society.
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Globalization and Culture
In his talk on Globalization and Culture,

Shri Ravikant deliberated on the
difference in meaning of globalization, as
interpreted in earlier times and at present.
This difference is found majorly in the
meaning of globalisation with respect to
media, technology, literature and above all
our culture and society. A question raised
here was whether originality is at stake
due to globalization or not? The answer for
this was sought out with examples drawn
from literary writings, song melodies,
public speeches, etc. He concluded that
changes in original form are so much so
that we are unable to distinguish the
original from the revised form. But we
should make an effort to evolve these
changes in a positive manner, not
forgetting the real identity and developing
with globalization while keeping the
original essence intact.

Globalization and Identity

Afilm Oye Lucky Lucky Oye was screened
in the department followed by a discussion



on Globalization and Identity issues by
Prof. Apoorvanand. He said that “Oye
Lucky Lucky Oye” is a movie based on the
protagonist 'Lucky’
who is a thief. He
steals all the
« materialistic
luxuries which he
may require at his
"9 place. He is a very
1 different kind of
(| thief. He does not
have any intention
of stealing money.
Lucky does not
have a fixed
identity. His identity
keeps on changing
and his life is always on the run. According
to Prof. Apoorvanand, our identity is
constantly changing with situations in
social context as we take up different
social roles. Lucky in order to survive in
this competitive world keeps on moving
from one identity to another in order to
acquire everything that is valued by the
world. The discussion thus, brought about
an underlined fact that “ldentity is never
fixed and to achieve the standards set by
the world we keep running from one
identity to another”.

Globalization as We Understand it:
Paper presentation

In the Department Festival, 'Buniyaad'
held on December 3rd, paper presentation
on the theme 'Globalization as we
understand it' was organized in which
students of Department of Elementary
Education from Miranda House as well as
other colleges participated and presented
their papers. It provided a forum to
critically examine the contexts and issues
of globalization, and aimed to initiate a
productive dialogue between the students.

Surbhi Nagpal(Miranda House),
presented a paper on the Origin of
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Globalizaton. She said that the origin of
globalization is viewed differently by
different people. Some believe that it has
been in existence since the rise of trade
links between Sumer and Indus valley
civilization. It was not until 1960s that
globalization became a worldwide
phenomenon. First phase of what we call
as modern globalization, began to break
down at the beginning of the 20th century
with First World War. However, it grew with
time and today nothing is immune from its
impact. She also spoke about the impact
of globalization on society, culture,
economy and politics. The cultural
influence of globalization is most
prominent and persistent. It is no longer a
matter of surprise that someone in
America is found eating Indian thali for
lunch or wearing salwar kameez.
However, globalization has different
impacts on different people. It is boon for
some and a bane for others. It is both a
source of repression and a catalyst for
progress and development. However,
development at the cost of impoveri-
shment of some is unjust.

TRt (THver 389) A 1o+t a&qfd o
A o=l i |/® 39 e W f& 9/a
% WY § HSTHIRIUT 1 JHIE HHIST,
Hitplaes, WM AR srefererwen oMy
T W ot @ S Hehdl B1 3 Th
39 & Amifee fagidl, W & el
TNl 3T Te & qlehl ol geIfad fehan
21 sreferraeen & ged § W 1990 H 1%
IR H gt 1 eid: yaE 3R GDP H
S%T J@H il Helll T WE 39
Al o U © T GHIS & Th
B e I &1 oSl 1| JHSTHRT
T e T 3P0l T F fore sTed €




% THH S N & HH-HH dH
el qft sHeedw T TE Tl o
FRIRHE gl ST Gehdl 2| ( 3TIHT, oo
Tl Tg, fgedta o)

Tejasvini (Miranda House) spoke on the
topic of globalization and what she
understood by the term. 'Common man' on
the streets of India hardly understands the
discourse on WTO and trade. Yet we can
feel the impact of globalization in several
direct ways; increased petrol prices, global
brandings in shopping malls, mobile
phone connectivity, broad band, induced
knowledge, and demands created on high
quality farm products and so on. However,
there has been little development in the
fields of education and health. If at all there
is a development, the motive is profit and
not social welfare. For a 'common man’,
access to these basic facilities has
become difficult and burdensome. Hence,
there is a need for the government to think
about the 'common man' and to open the
doors of Globalization to health and
education sector. Even if we earn lot of
profits and foreign currency by
globalization, yet we cannot forget the
place of a 'common man'. Their standard
of living may have improved but there is an
unequal distribution of wealth, which has
led to the rich man getting richer and the
poor man becoming poorer. It is the
‘common man' who has suffered the most
by globalization.
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Sonam Grover (Aditi Mahavidhyalaya)
presented a paper on Globalization and
Education. According to her, governance
is trying to compete in the Global markets
by placing the onus of policy on education
to produce the human capital which is
most appealing to global competition. The
question we are facing is to what extent is
the educational endeavor affected by
process of globalization that is threatening
the autonomy of national educational
systems. There have also been
fundamental attacks on the liberal ideas of
education, rather commercialization in the
name of innovation has got boosted.

Learning has increasingly been viewed as
a commodity. Educational aims have been
narrowed to what we can become rather
what we are. These issues have to be
addressed with deep critical enquiry, so as
to find alternative means to improve the
present educational systems.
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The session began with a welcome address by Vice Principal, Dr. Adarsh Gulati
from Miranda House. Prof. Shantha Sinha, Chairperson of the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights, addressed the audience on the delicate
and sensitive issue of children in the areas of civil unrest. Dr Sinha pointed out that
children are the largest disadvantaged section of our country.

PUBLIC LECTURE ON NOVEMBER 25, 2009:
Children in areas of Civil Unrest

While sharing experiences from different places, she stressed that such children
are exposed to different kinds of risk. She strongly advocated that every child must
be protected and be given the right to education and proper facilities. Professor
Poonam Batra from the Central Institute of Education chaired the session. Apart
from Miranda House, teachers and students of department of elementary
education from other colleges also attended the lecture.
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Departmental Events
2009-2010

Workshops

e Workshop on Pedagogy of Mathematics at primary level by Jodogyan
in August.

An interactive session on Pedagogy of Mathematics titled “Teaching of
Fractions” by Dr. Jayashree Subramanium and her team from Eklavya,
Bhopalin July.

Adiscussion on teaching of Social Sciences in Primary classes, by Ms.
Shailjafrom Gargi College in July.

Atalk by Ms. Snehlata Gupta on Teaching of Language in August.

A Story Telling session on 'Ways of Telling Stories' by Dr. Ashish Ghosh
in September.

Lecture on 'Climate Change' by Dr. D. Raghunandan from Delhi

Science Forumin October.

Series on Globalization, August-December.
Introductory Session by Professor Sunanda Sen.
Globalization and Environment by Dr. Vinod Raina.
Globalization and Gender by Ms. Kalyani Menon.
Globalisation and Identity by Professor Apporvanand.
Globalization and Culture by Sh. Ravi kant.

Public Lecture on 'Children in Areas of Civil Unrest' by Professor
Shantha Sinha in November.

Play 'Gul-Gulee Circus' organized by the Regional Resource Centre
for Elementary Education (USRN-DU) and Department of Elementary
Education, Miranda House in January.

Play 'Pandita Ramabai' organized by National School of Drama in
March.
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Students involved:

Ashtami, Nishu, Shivani, Purnima, Purti, Neelam, Ritu,
Isha, Manju, Avi, Bhawna, Sonika

Teacher Advisors:

Dr. Mukul Kalia Tiwari, Dr. Barnali Biswas,
Ms. Archana Kushwaha, Ms. Neetu Rana.
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