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 The objective of this course is to enable the students to 
understand the social, historic, scientific, aesthetic and 
economic values inherent in the cultural heritage. 

 The template is set with practices of visual representation 
in colonial India; the institutionalizing of colonial 
archaeology, the coming of collections, exhibitions, 
museums and the making of heritage. museums and the making of heritage. 

 Some varieties of tourism are explored like faith tourism, 
nature tourism etc. and the experience of heritage walks as 
cultural representation. 

 While there are obvious advantages of Tourism, the paper 
also deals with the other side of tourism practices through 
case studies of three different socio-ecological spaces. 



 Classroom lectures on the key concepts, case studies 
and important arguments/debates reflected in the 
course readings. 

 Classroom lectures shall be combined with group 
discussions on specific readings and presentations discussions on specific readings and presentations 

 Virtual Tours 







 Unit I: Constitution of heritage in colonial India 
Institutionalization and commodification of Indian art and 
architecture: collections, exhibitions, museums and 
monumentalization – case study of the Great Exhibition, 
104 London; Kew Gardens, London; Indian Museum, 
Kolkata; Tranquebar; guide books and travel literature. 

 Unit II: Tourism: marketing heritage  Unit II: Tourism: marketing heritage 
 a. Religious Tourism: Case studies of Kashi, Sarnath, Ajmer 

Sharif, Amritsar, Bom Jesus Cathedral of old Goa 
 b. Memory and tourism: Raj nostalgia, Indian diaspora’s

search for roots 
 c. Ecotourism: commercialising nature d. Exhibiting 

culture: handicrafts, heritage walks and tours, palaces, 
heritage festivals 



 Unit III: Sustainable Tourism 
a. Interface with local sensibilities: case study of Agra, Simla, Goa 
b. Conservation of Heritage: Humayun’s Tomb, Ajanta Caves 

 Unit IV: Field trips/Project work: Some suggestions: 
a. Field Trips to Mathura Museum, National Museum, National Gallery 
of Modern Art, Rail Museum, Sulabh International Museum of Toilets, 
National Craft Museum, galleries, exhibitions National Craft Museum, galleries, exhibitions 
b. Heritage walks/trails to monuments and sites 
c. Visit to light and sound shows and live performances at monuments, 
sites 
d. Documenting the impact of tourism on heritage sites and local 
communities 
e. Making a report on the ongoing conservation projects of various 
sites by the ASI, Aga Khan Trust for Culture, INTACH and other 
community and private organizations f. Food tourism etc.







 We have planned a virtual tour of the National 
Museum, National Gallery of Modern Art, Rail 
Museum, Sulabh International Museum of Toilets, 
Craft Museum in view of the pandemic.







 Enhance ability to understand the cultural heritage of 
the nation.

 Understand different aspects of tourism, its varieties 
and be sensitive to the impact of ‘tourism’ in different 
geographical areas with specific local sensibilities, thus geographical areas with specific local sensibilities, thus 
making a case for sustainable tourism, the need of the 
hour. 

 Students can go for technical aspects of tourism 
industry and seek fruitful employment in the field of 
tourism industry organisations. 
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 Popular culture is a living culture around our
everyday lives. It is a product of the modern
age.

 Therefore, the course provides a critical
understanding of popular culture by discussing
different theoretical themes, issues and case
studies.

 It aims to give details of the making of modern
society, public(s), public spaces, and nation. Itsociety, public(s), public spaces, and nation. It
describes the evolution of India as a modern
nation. It reveals the process of transition from
the colonial state to the postcolonial state. It
aims to teach students the role of popular
theatre, cinema, music(s), arts, foods, festivals,
epics, etc., in this process.

 The course helps students to study the public
consumption of India’s popular culture in the
global world.



 Unit I: Understanding Popular Culture: Some
Issues
 The first unit will help students to understand the

definitions and theories of popular culture. It will
discuss the differences between the high and low
cultures. It will reveal why popular culture connects
with folks, masses, subalterns, and others.

 Students will read one case study (Mumbai or Early
Modern Europe) to understand the significance of
popular culture.

 Unit II: Some Aspects of Popular Culture in India Unit II: Some Aspects of Popular Culture in India
 The culture is based on old and modern techniques.

Therefore, the second unit focuses on popular
religious festivals, pilgrim practices, oral traditions,
food cultures, popular cinema, cassette music,
theatre, dance, comics, arts (calendars, posters and
postcards).

 It will show the impact of popular culture on the
different publics in everyday lives. It will help
students to understand the making of a new
public(s) for consumption of popular culture.





A. Defining Popular Culture : Popular Culture as Folk 
Culture, Mass Culture, as the ‘other’ of High Culture, 
People’s culture, etc.

B. Popular Culture and History: The Historian and the 
archives

C. Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe or the City of 
Mumbai 



(Students should choose any three from the four rubrics [a] – [d] mentioned 
below)
[a] Religion and everyday practice

i. Festivals and Rituals: Case studies of 
Navaratri in Madras/                                                                                          
Urs in Ajmer / Kumbh Mela

ii. Everyday healing and petitioning the divine: 
Case studies of                                                                                                
Jinns in Delhi /Popular Hinduism / Tantric Jinns in Delhi /Popular Hinduism / Tantric 
practices

iii.Sacred Geographies, Sacred Spaces: 
Pilgrimage and pilgrim                                                                                        
practices

[b] Performative Traditions
i. Orality, Memory and the Popular: Case studies of women’s                                                                     

Ramayana(s) in the oral tradition Andhra/ Rajasthan
ii. Theatre and Dance:
iii. Music: Popular music and Technology; Case studies of                                                                         

Devotional music/ the Ghazal and the Cassette



[c] Food Cultures

i. Recipes and the national project: Popular recipe 
books

ii. Food and Public Cultures of Eating: Udpi Hotels, 
Dum Pukht,                                                                             
South Asian food in a global world

iii. Cultures of Consumption: Tea-Coffee and the 
Indian Middle ClassIndian Middle Class

[d] Making of a new ‘Public’

i. Popular Art: Imagining the nation in 
Calendar art

ii. Print media: Amar Chitra Katha
iii.Cinema: Constructing Family, Gender 

and Marriage through popular cinema





 The course uses both primary and
secondary reading materials.

 Discussions on each reading will be
held with class lectures.

 Films, documentaries, photographs,
posters, calendars, and video songsposters, calendars, and video songs
will be used for the relevant parts of
the course.

 Virtual tours to important film
archives, art galleries and museums
will also be conducted for the
relevant parts of the course.



 The course will be bi-lingual
(Hindi & English)

 In these testing times, we will
offer our students every possible
help to make the course
interactive and seamless.

 We understand that internet
connectivity might be an issueconnectivity might be an issue
for some of us, but we assure
students to provide all the
possible help.

 We will provide the essential
study materials to students.

 Students can also download the
selective reading materials from
the college website.
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GE History
Women in Indian History



 To familiarise students with the concepts of gender 
and patriarchy.

 To understand the historical roots of patriarchy by 
examining materials from early times to the colonial 
period.period.

 To understand how the feminist discourse has helped 
shape the way we look at the past and engage with the 
present. 



 This is primarily a reading-based paper.
 Each section will be taught through a set of finely 

crafted essays.
 Some Hindi films are also included in the basic texts, 

notable being Pinjar.notable being Pinjar.



 I. Theory  and  Concepts
Understanding Gender and Patriarchy
Historiography: Women’s History in India

 2. Women in Ancient India
 3. Women in medieval India
 4. Women in Modern India



 Classes are discussion based and participation is 
encouraged. 

 The Ramayana and Mahabharata are also discussed. 




