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MH Vatavaran, The Environment Society of Miranda House 

celebrated wildlife week to generate awareness about the 

existence of our wild surrounding and the need to conserve 

them. The week celebrations were scheduled from October 

2, 2020 to October 8, 2020. The team designed and 

organized a creative poetry writing competition on the 

theme, ‘Conserve Animal Life in India’. The competition was 

open to both the volunteers and other students irrespective 

of their departments and college organizations. To engage 

students without any obstacle the competition was bilingual 

and winners were selected from both Hindi and English 

entries received. The participants were allowed to present 

their works aesthetically on a poster. The lead group 

decided to welcome both handmade and digital posters. 30 

enthusiastic participants sent their aesthetic works by 15th 

October 2020. Selected top entries were appreciated and 

cash prizes along with E-Certificates were issued. 

Considering the part and parcel of team spirit, Vatavaran 

volunteers were provided hours. As a society it was bliss to 

encounter the ideas of young environmentalists of various 

departments. It was not a full stop but a beginning.   

WILDLIFE WEEK 

POETRY 

COMPETITION 



  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAA u 

ZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6A H   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAAuZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6AH
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAAuZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6AH
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAAuZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6AH
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAAuZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6AH
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15n3ZAAuZJdZvA22XRxMagPv9z47Yr6AH












https://youtu.be/BnR_-3CQ6gM

Watch the video by 
clicking on the diya:









Recycling Biodegradable Waste



…Recycling Biodegradable 
Waste



Recycling Paper



From Paper to Product



Renewable Energy 

7 kWp Grid-connected Rooftop Solar Power Plant 



Miranda Innovates
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Soil-less Plantation Glass Gardens
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Miranda House Bottle Garden



Spreading the Message

Anti-Litter Campaign

Advocating Conservation

Cyclathon to Save Gas and Oil



Showing the Way

Municipal Officials Participating in Swachh Bharat Mission Exposure 
Workshop



Collaboration with WWF India 
for Project ECHO 2020

Team Echo 2020 Miranda House



A visit to Yamuna 
Biodiversity Park

Reading Reserve

WWF Backyard trail Bird Watch

Activities under project Echo



Delhi Youth Summit on Climate Change at MH, August 2013







YouTube Channel of MH 
Vatavaran!



Keeping up the spirit in 2020.





We have room for any shade – as long as the color is green!

Come join us! 



MH Vatavaran in collaboration with WWF-India 

NVERSITY YO 
MH-VATAVARAN 

ECHO 
OA HOUSE 

M 
Shades of Green wWF BUILDING ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION HEROES 

T The Environment Society 

Miranda House 

AN INITIATIVE TO 

GREEN MODUULAR 

KITCHENS 

MIRANDA HOUSE 
ECHO PROJECT'21 

CHANGE THE WAY WE 
CONSUME FOOD 

wwfechomirandahouse@gmail.com 
fMiranda House WWF Volunteers



MH Vatavaran has been collaborating with wWF-India for 

project ECHO (Environment Conservation Heroes) for the 

past two years. 

The theme for the year 2020-21 was "Be the Voice of the 

Planet: Change the Way we Consume Food". 

Food must be produced, distributed, consumed and 

disposed of in ways that optimize resource use, minimise 

greenhouse gas emissions and stop further loss of 

biodiversity.

Project title: 

GREEN MODULAR KITCHENS 

The following activities were carried out: 

Old is Gold: Competition to Revive Traditional 

Recipes 
All the recipes received were compiled into a 

Recipe Book! 

V Herbal gardening and Compost Making at Homne 

Teacher Convener: Dr. Sujata Sengupta, 
Department of Chemistry 

TEAM 
Representatives:

1. Komal, BSc (H) Chemistry 2nd year 
2. Ishika Bansal, BSc (H) Chemistry 2nd year 

3. Manshi Kumari, B.El.Ed, 3rd year 
4. N. Varalakshmi, BA (H) Philosophy, 2nd year 

ECHO 

2020-21 



I) REVIVING TRADITIONAL RECIPES 
MH-VATAVARANMH VatavaranHOUSE ONIVERSIT

The Environment Society 
Shades of Green 

Miranda House The Environment Society 
Miranda House 

in collaboration with 
World Wildlife Fund for Nature 

Environment Conservation Heroes 4 ECHO 
MH ECHO Project'21 

Change the way we consume foode 
wWF S 

presents Format 
PDF+ 

video of 

Open 
to all 

age 
groups recipe Old is Gold- 

Competition to 
Revive Traditional

Recipes 
Send entries to: 

vatavaran.mh@gmail.com 

Top 50 entries to be featured in 
MH WWF ECHO PROJECT21 

MAGAZINE Submit Certificates 
for top 3 

positions! 

by: 
31st January 

2021 

Follow:O fMiranda House wWF Volunteers



 

 

 

 

 

    Winner entries of the Competition 

 

              1st Prize: 

           Anushka Dayal, BSc Life Sciences 2nd year 

           Entry: " Farra ki Chaat" 

 

              2nd Prize: 

           Kajal,BSc (H) Mathematics, 2nd year 

           Entry: "Bajre ki Khichdi" 

 

                                  Special Mention: 

                              1. Vini,BSc (H) Chemistry 2nd year 

                                  Entry: "Til ke Ladoo" 

 

                              2. Kritika, B.A. (H) Philosophy 3rd year 

                                  Entry: "Ladoo of Murmure" 

 

                        

 

 



      3. Harsha Kichloo,B.A. (H) Economics, 1st year 

          Entry: "Yaeji with Sheer Chai" 

 

 

Link to all the recipes received for this competition 

 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=1AtRDwFgKyULgZIGS4E4

1X4cb918F58nK 

 

Enjoy making these wonderful dishes at home !  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=1AtRDwFgKyULgZIGS4E41X4cb918F58nK
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=1AtRDwFgKyULgZIGS4E41X4cb918F58nK


I1) HERBAL GARDENING

#Plantation Drive Tulsi Plantation

ndianBorage

Eorienper
ADhanMa 

Aloevera Senaci 



Curry teaues 
MINT 

(PUDINA) 

O1AARONe GAME 

Indian Spinach 

SOya leaf

(Dil) 

Lemongrass Fenugreek

Kiiohe 

Sandhiya 

Kuma 



M) MAKING COMPOST AT HOME 

STEP 

01 

rie 

STEP 

02 

STEP 

03 

STEP 

04 

STEP

05 

Ishika Bansal Final execution 

of the idea. 





 

 

 

 

      The Winners for the Freshers' Talent Search: Green deeds 

competition are as follows: 

 

       ISHITA SUKHIJA 

      BSc Life Sciences, 1st year 

 

       HEERAL DATWANI 

     BA (Hons.) Political Science, 1st year 

 

       VANSHIKA 

      BSc (Hons.) Botany, 1st year 

 

                Link of  all the Videos made by high Spirited Volunteers  

            

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NrD4zwWoqq_3s_JcxK00

e-RD01wSCnfJ 

            

                Come let’s take a stand for the love of green 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NrD4zwWoqq_3s_JcxK00e-RD01wSCnfJ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NrD4zwWoqq_3s_JcxK00e-RD01wSCnfJ








https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1ia1qGYlgjKFtiL3RQ0Z_-ahGQsPtwTBx/view?usp=sharing
To get a glimpse of the revival process, click on the pipe.

hthh

To get a glimpse of the revival project, click on the pipe.









                                       

 

 

 

             

 

 

The Winners for the Earth Hour Poster Making Competition    are as 

follows: 

 

                  1st position: 

              Divya 

              BA (H) Economics, 3rd year 

 

                 2nd positions: 

              1. Prateeksha Asati 

                  BSc (H) Botany, 1st year 

 

             2. Ruchika and Vaishnavi 

                 BAP, 1st year 

  

                 Special Mentions: 

               1. Sundus Azeem 

                   BSc (H) Mathematics, 1st year 

                   



                    

 

                2. Muskan 

                    BSc (H) Physics, 1st year 

 

               3. Komal 

                   BSc (H) Chemistry, 2nd year 

 

       Link of the Video including all the beautiful and inspiring Posters 

 

               https://youtu.be/YCBB-dj7BsQ 

 

                                  Lights Off 

                              Nature On! 

https://youtu.be/YCBB-dj7BsQ






https://mhvatavaran.wixsite.com/enviromentsociety





 

 

 

 

 

     The results for the Earth Day Video Making  

Competition are as follows: 

 

       FIRST POSITION: 

Gurnoor Kaur 

Manisha Kumari 

Manidipa Banerjee  

{All from BSc (Hons.) Physics,1st year} 

 

       SECOND POSITION: 

Angel Malhotra 

Sandhya Kumari 

Yoshita Bhardwaj 

Shailza Bhati 

{All from BSc (Hons.) Botany, 1st year} 

 

       THIRD POSITION: 

Vanshika 

Kumari Khushi 

{Both from BSc (Hons.) Botany, 1st year} 

   

 



 

Link of all Videos made by our 

Enthusiastic Volunteers  

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-

3iUgAd3iLwmpZZqAD4tNmIgfTuiE-TD 

 

Always remember to take a stand for the love of green!     

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-3iUgAd3iLwmpZZqAD4tNmIgfTuiE-TD
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-3iUgAd3iLwmpZZqAD4tNmIgfTuiE-TD






WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
5th JUNE, 2021 

"Ecosystem Restoration" 

VERSIT US 
oU: MH-VATAVARAN 

MH VATAVARANN 

THE ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY 
Shades of Green 

The Environment Society 
Miranda House MIRANDA HOUSE 

is organuising 

A Creative 

Story Writing Competition 
TOPICS: 

Healing Nature 
Green Travels 

Save Trees, Breathe Free 

Do submit by 6 pm, 31st May, 2021 
By Mail on: vatavaran.mh@gmail.com 

Komal: +91 96257 07210 Ishita: +9179060 47473 

Ishika: +9170171 90506 Gurnoor:+9189300 44409 



RULES FOR PARTICIPATIOON: 
One participant can submit only onee 

story of about 2000 words. 

Entries can be in Hindi or English. 

Entries should preferably be typed. 
Original stories , no plagiarism. 

Story can also be illustrated using 

drawings, cartoons, etc. 
Story cOuld be personal Or fictional 

Enjoy Rewards: 

E-Certificates for prize winners 

Hours for MH Vatavaran members 

1ts open to allMitandians 

f mh.vataaran MH Vatavaran 



 

 

 

 

 

Winners of Story Writing Competition are : 

                   English Category  

 

Postion 1 : Anushka Dayal, B.Sc. Life Sciences, 2nd year 

 

Position 2 : Swati Nayak, B.Sc (H) Botany ,3rd year 

 

Position 3 : Shivangi Yadav , Ba (H) Geography, 

2nd Year  

 

Special Mentions :  

 

Kritika Gaur, B.Sc (H)Chemistry,1st year 

 

Yoshita bhardwaj, B.Sc. (H) botany, First year 

 

Following is the link just by a single click you will find yourself lost 

in a different green World  

       

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=19C10hWtgwYMo-  

LxCN53rkv89wWdqlu7p 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=19C10hWtgwYMo-%20%20LxCN53rkv89wWdqlu7p
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=19C10hWtgwYMo-%20%20LxCN53rkv89wWdqlu7p


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners of Story Writing Competition are : 

                   Hindi Category  

 

1st position : Charul , Bsc (H) maths , First Year  

 

2nd position : Srishti ,Bsc (H) Chemistry ,2nd year  

 

Just by clicking on this link you  are going to experience a splash of 

fresh green vibes 

 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=195orvaWllu62b040ehBMBs

aFAa9m6AcU 

 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=195orvaWllu62b040ehBMBsaFAa9m6AcU
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=195orvaWllu62b040ehBMBsaFAa9m6AcU






Pointers for Noise pollution to circulate amongst the 

students 

 Say no to crackers during festivals & Important 

occasions 

 Do not honk unnecessarily 

 Do not use horn in identified silence zones 

 Use the acoustic enclosure with DJ sets 

 Shut the door/ barricade the area when using noisy 

machines 

 Use the sound limiters with DJ and public addressing 

system 

 Follow the noise rules and limits of noise level 

 Go Green by planting trees 

 Avoid use of multi toned/air horns in your vehicle. 

 Always maintain your motor vehicles, Machineries 

etc. And its exhaust silencer in proper condition 

 Keep the volume of the loudspeaker or sound 

amplification system low as not to annoy your 

neighbours. 

 Do not make your neighbour a capacitive listener to 

your music system. 

 Avoid use of loudspeaker in open. 

 Avoid using horn expect emergencies. 

 If someone violates the noise rules and creates 

excessive noise, complaint may be lodged at:  

 Helpline No. 155271 

 Website: ngms.delhi.gov.in  

 Green Delhi App 
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• DELIII POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE 
/\ir Lahuratory 
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NOISE POLLUTION NOISE POLLUTION NOISE POLLUTION 

Exposure to excessive noise has been shown to cause a range of 
health problems ranging from stress, poor concentration and 
productivity losses in the workplace, and communication difficulties and 
fatigue from lack of sleep, to more serious issues such as 
cardiovascular disease, cognitive impairment, and tinnitus. 

We can reduce noise Pollution by following mentioned Tips: 

• Say No to Crackers During Festivals & Important Occasions .... 
• Do not Honk! Unnecessarily ... . 
• Use The Acoustic Enclosure with D.G.Sets . .. . 
• Shut the Door when using noisy Machines . .. . 
• Use the Sound Limiters with D.J and Public Addressing System . ... 
• Follow the Noise Rules and Limits of Noise level. ... 
• Go Green by planning trees. 

If someone violates the noise rules and creates the excessive noise 
(complaint may be lodged) 

Help Line No. 155271 and Website ngms.delhi.gov.in 

' ' 











MH Vatavaran 

Annual Report 2017-18 

 

MH Vatavaran began its activities for 2017-18 session by observing World Environment Day 

on 5 June 2017. The students who were present at DSKC Summer Internship Orientation 

took the pledge for Swachh Bharat. An online poster making competition was organised with 

the theme Waste Management. Two Chemistry students won the competition jointly. 
 

The Freshers’ Talent Search for MH Vatavaran was organized on 16 August 2017. This was 

in the form of a slide show/ PowerPoint presentation-making competition on an environment-

related theme in which all I Year Society members participated. MH Vatavaran members 

undertook Anti-litter Drives on 11 and 13 September 2017 to clear the litter due to DUSU 

election posters and pamphlets lying around the campus. Groups of 30-40 volunteers and 

some faculty advisers participated on each day to clean the area surrounding Miranda House 

and Vishwavidyalaya Metro Station. The paper waste collected was sent to the Miranda 

House Paper Recycling Plant. MH Vatavaran student volunteers also participated in anti-litter 

drives organised by No-poster Party on various days. 
 

On 15 September 2017, MH Vatavaran invited the Sukhmanch Theatre Group to perform a 

street play Paryavaran highlighting various environmental issues. The play, performed by a 

team of 35 people in the café lawns, attracted a large and appreciative audience during the 

lunch break. 
  

Students of Miranda House and SGTB Khalsa College jointly organized a peaceful march on 

16 September 2017 to celebrate International Ozone Day. The intention was to create 

awareness about the Ozone Layer and its protection. 35 student volunteers of MH Vatavaran 

joined the students from Khalsa College for the walk which started at Khalsa College, passed 

Miranda House and terminated at the Vishwavidyalaya Metro Station. 
 

A team from Miranda House consisting of 35 students and 2 faculty members attended the 

Inaugural Session of the Global Wildlife Conference on 2 October 2017. The conference was 

organized at Hotel Ashok jointly by Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC), Government of India and UN Development Program. 
 

An event on Water Conservation was organised by MH Vatavaran in collaboration with CMS 

Vatavaran on 13 October 2017 as a prelude to the 9th Centre for Media Studies (CMS) 

Vatavaran Environment Film Festival. Two short documentaries, The Battle Begins and Kosi 

– Injustice with Millions, were screened in the College. An article-writing competition on the 

topic Urban Water in India: Problems and Solutions was also a part of the event. Winners of 

the competition were Nikita of B.El.Ed, Yachika of Physics (H) and Shambhavi of B.A. 

Programme. 
 

MH Vatavaran carried out Eco-Friendly Diwali campaign on 16 October 2017 along with 

Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA). A van with posters depicting harmful 

effects of crackers and suggestions for eco-friendly Diwali designed by PCRA visited 

Miranda House. A large group of volunteers interacted with PCRA officials about the idea of 

Green Diwali and pledged to celebrate and promote an eco-friendly Diwali. A stall for sale of 

MH Paper Plant and Compost Plant products was also put up at the ongoing college Diwali 

Mela. 

Miranda House was invited by the Centre for Media Studies (CMS) to collaborate in the 

organization of the 9th CMS Vatavaran Environment Film Festival being held from 2 to 6 

November 2017 at Gandhi Smriti grounds, Rajghat. A team of 20 student volunteers from 

MH Vatavaran participated in decorating part of the venue for the Film Festival. Student 

volunteers from the Society also put up a stall of MH Paper Plant and Compost Plant 



products and posters depicting the sustainable development activities going on at Miranda 

House. Many schools, NGO’s and environment enthusiasts visited the stall and appreciated 

the activities. Groups of 15-20 students also attended workshops, discussions and film 

screenings on various days of the Festival. 
 

The National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), New Delhi organized twelve Swachh Bharat 

Mission Exposure Workshops for officials from Urban Local Bodies (ULB) in different parts 

of India between May and October 2017. The participants of these workshops visited the 

Waste Management Facility at Miranda House as a model of efficient waste management by 

an institution. Teams of MH Vatavaran student volunteers and faculty advisers showed the 

officials around the Paper Recycling and Compost Plants during each of these visits. 

Interacting with municipal officials from different parts of India was a learning experience 

for the volunteers. 
 

Different groups of MH Vatavaran volunteers also participated in other workshops and 

seminars during the academic session 2017-18. These include 

• Workshop on prohibition of open burning of any kind of material: Delhi Secretariat, 

14 September 2017 organized by Department of Environment, Government of NCT 

of Delhi 

• Ozone Day Celebrations at Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Alipur organized by 

Department of Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi 

• Pre-Challenge Work Lab – Need for sustainable lifestyle: organized by TERI 

University in association with Embassy of Sweden and Eco Club Initiative of Delhi 

government at TERI University on 1December 2017 

• Workshop on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Goal no. 13 – Combating climate 

change Mahatma Gandhi Institute at Alipur, 15 December 2017 organized by 

Department of Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi. 

• Programme on National Science Day at Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Alipur organized 

by Department of Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi 
 

A team of students and faculty from Lynchburg College, Virginia, USA were on an official 

visit to Miranda House on 5 January 2018. The US team, led by Ms. Kara Hoxworth, visited 

the college Recycling Unit and purchased a number of paper products to carry back with 

them. Following up on the Pre-Challenge Work Lab conducted by TERI University as 

mentioned above, a number of MH students registered for the 7 Days Challenge for 

Sustainable Development held from 17-23 January 2018 and four students were shortlisted 

for the next round.  
 

MH Vatavaran organised a walk to create awareness about petroleum 

and fuel conservation on 12 February 2018 in association with Hindustan Petroleum. 

The walk started from Narayana Service Station, Khyber Pass and terminated at Miranda 

House front gate. Around 50 students took a pledge to use petroleum products efficiently and 

to spread the message. Students interacted with passersby and persuaded them to take the 

pledge. Student volunteers also spoke to the drivers of cars which stopped at the red light 

near the college gate. 
 

The two competitive events hosted by MH Vatavaran during Tempest 2018, the college 

Festival were EnviroQuiz and Green Fun on 21 and 22 February 2018 respectively. 

EnviroQuiz, an event for 2-member teams, had two rounds: a film-based quiz in which 

participants answered questions after carefully watching a 25-minute documentary Race to 

Save the Amur Falcon kindly provided by CMS Vatavaran. Subsequently, there was a 

Crossword Round where teams had to solve a crossword puzzle on the environment. The two 

rounds were additive. Fourteen two-member teams from different colleges participated. Both 



the first and second prizes went to MH. Green Fun was a novel event in which participants 

had to illustrate how fun could be eco-friendly through enactment, music or declamation. 

There was enthusiastic participation with teams singing, dancing and making speeches. Prizes 

again went to MH with Shivaji College earning a Certificate of Appreciation for their skit. In 

addition to the competitive events, recycled paper and compost were also put on sale as is 

customary in all college events. 
 

An online poster-making competition on The Benefits of Recycling was held on the occasion 

of Global Recycling Day on 18 March 2018. The upcoming event of MH Vatavaran 

scheduled for 5 April 2018 is the talk on Wastewater as a Resource out of Place by Dr. 

Ranjana Ray Chaudhuri, Department of Regional Water Resources, TERI School of 

Advanced Studies. 

  

- Nishtha Chaudhary 

President MH Vatavaran 

 

 



MH Vatavaran 

The Miranda House Environment Society 

 

Annual Report 2018-19 
 

A team of four students from MH Vatavaran participated in decoration at the stall put up by the NGO 

CMS Vatavaran at Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi, during World Environment Day Awareness Drive from 1-5 

June even before the current academic session started. The theme of the drive was 'Beat Plastic Pollution'.  

 

 

 

 

                         

                                    

The orientation of new Society members was held on 3 August 2018. It was attended by around 30-40 

students from all the years. The students were briefed about the Society and its agenda. They were also 

introduced to paper plant and compost plant activities. The Freshers’ Talent Search was held on 23 

August 2018. The freshers participated in a short video-making competition on the theme Beat Plastic 

Pollution and were supposed to give ideas on how to reduce plastic usage in Miranda House. All the First 

Year society members participated in the competition. The First Prize went to Divya of Economics 

Honours, the Second Prize to Swati Nayak of Botany Honours and the Third Prize was again bagged by 

Economics Honours students Yashita Garg and Vanshika Tomar. 

 

On 31 August 2018, Miranda House in association with Institute of Bioresources and Sustainable 

Development (IBSD) North East chapter organized a Conclave on Biodiversity for Everyone’s Life. MH 

Vatavaran volunteers participated in the Conclave and helped in organizational work. On this occasion, 

the Society also organized a Short Video Film/PowerPoint Presentation Making competition on the theme 

Biodiversity in and around My Campus. Rachna Yadav and Satakshi Sharma bagged the First Prize in the 

Video category with Sanjwala Mukund and Vandana coming second. The First and Second prizes in the 

PowerPoint category were won by Srijan Singh and Nikita Malik and Riya Saha and Mahima Kapoor 

respectively. 

 

In keeping with its annual tradition, MH Vatavaran, in collaboration with NSS, organized an Anti-litter 

Drive on 11 September 2018 to clean up the paper waste lying scattered around the campus due to 

discarded Students’ Union election posters. A group of 80-90 people, consisting of volunteers and faculty 

advisers, participated in cleaning the area surrounding Miranda House by picking up waste paper. The 

approximately 9 Kg of paper waste collected was sent to the Miranda House Paper Recycling Plant. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MH Vatavaran in collaboration with NSS Miranda House organized an introductory seminar on eco 

friendly disposable bags made by Smart Company on 24 September 2018. Smart Company officials 

introduced the Miranda students to their eco-friendly garbage bags and sanitary napkin disposal bags 

which can biodegrade within six months. These seemed to be a better option than harmful plastic bags. 

The sixty-strong audience consisted of both MH Vatavaran and NSS volunteers and advisers. 

IBSD and MH Vatavaran collaboratively organized a talk on Climate Change and Global Warming in the 

context of Assam by Dr. Santana Saikia Naorem (Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Cotton 

University, Gauhati). Members attending the talk came to know about the beautiful culture and 

biodiversity of Assam. The speaker also referred to the changing nature of vegetation in Assam in recent 

times. 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fourth Delhi Youth Summit on Climate Change (DYSoC) 2018 was organized jointly by Delhi 

Greens and Miranda House and hosted by Miranda House on 3 and 4 October 2018. The Summit brought 

together the youth from across the NCR and engaged, inspired and trained them to address the various 

urban environmental challenges in the wake of climate change. Thirty selected candidates from MH 

Vatavaran along with other students participated and developed a youth charter for fighting the climate 

crisis and ensuring urban sustainability of India’s National Capital Territory .The summit concluded on a 

note of optimism and determination to make a difference.  



                                      

 

 

 

A Poetry Writing competition was organized by MH Vatavaran on the occasion of Diwali. The theme of 

the competition was ‘Pollution: The World is Choking’. The participants were supposed to write a poem 

in Hindi or English on the theme and submit online by 7 November 2018. Around 15-20 entries were 

received from MH Vatavaran volunteers and other students. A stall for the sale of MH paper plant and 

compost plant products was also put up at the NSS Diwali Mela. Mahima Arora (B.A. Programme) and 

Sanjwala Mukund (Sociology Honours) got the first and second prizes respectively while Kaju Bhojak 

(Chemistry Honours) got an encouragement prize. 

MH Vatavaran volunteers participated in conferences and seminars held in other institutes. These include:  

• Two-day youth conference, Delhi University Sustainability Forum (DUSF), 11-12 October 2018;  

• Two-day youth conference, DUSF organised by Harithkram, The Environment Society of 

Shaheed Bhagat Singh College. MH Vatavaran volunteers helped in organizational work; 

• Climate Jamboree organised by TERI School of Advanced Studies and Dalmia Cement in June 

2018 and November 2018 and Finale of the event held from 1-3 November. 

• Annual Fest Hindu Earth organized by Panchtatva, the Environment Society of Hindu College. 

Two teams from MH: Rashi Wadhwa-Anju and Sadaf Sana-Palak Awasthi participated in the 

quiz competition held at the Fest. 

 

Dr. Shyamala Mani and 2-3 faculty members of TERI School of Advanced Studies along with a group of 

17 students visited Miranda House Recycling Plants on 20 November 2018.  MH Vatavaran members 

interacted with them and enlightened them about the technology of solid waste management being 

followed in the college. The visitors were appreciative of the recycling efforts of MH which includes 

conversion of food waste and horticultural waste to compost, used paper recycling and making of 

recycled paper products. 

 

MH Vatavaran organized two events during Tempest 2019. EnviroQuiz (a film-based quiz) was held on 

14 February, Day 1 of Tempest . Around 15 teams participated in the competition from MH and other 

colleges participated in the competition, which was based on a short film on Chernobyl. 

Winners of the competition were: Poornima-Yashi Yadav 1st prize; Karisma Agrawal-Garima Singh 2nd 

prize; Niharika-Pragati 3rd prize.  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On Day 2 of Tempest, 15 February, MH Vatavaran organized a Walkathon from the HP petrol pump at 

Khyber Pass to Miranda House to spread awareness about fuel saving. Three faculty advisers also 

participated in the Walkathon along with student volunteers. The MH volunteers and faculty members 

were requested by HP staff to inaugurate the newly constructed Women’s Restroom at the petrol pump. 

There was a competition after the event in which participants shared their experience of the walkathon 

and gave suggestions to HP on how to spread the message about saving fuel in a more efficient way. The 

First, Second and Third prizes were awarded to Sheetal Jangra, Priyanka and Sulochna Meena 

respectively. 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

⎯ Asha Pandey 

President, MH Vatavaran 
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This academic year has been a very fruitful one for MH Vatavaran. Even before the session 

began, a number of activities were taking place. In June 2019, a plastic bottle garden was made 

by the Society using recycled bottles, under the guidance of Dr Divya Agarwal. Plants like 

Sadabahar, Arrow-headed Plant, Money Plant, Spider Plant and Cactus were planted in a 

collection of identical yellow used plastic jars on a soil-less medium made of nutrient pellets. 

These were then nailed to the wall of the College compound near the MH Recycling Plants in the 

shape of M and H to spell out the College initials. 

On 26 July 2019 a session was organised by Envirar, in which Ms Puneet Dhillon, Associate 

Director Marketing, Envirar spoke about the significance of environmental awareness and 

sustainable practices in an interactive session with the students. Ms Dhillon also briefed the 

students about the Campus Ambassador programme, wherein students can represent the Envirar 

Application in the College. She also introduced an app that allows individuals to adopt plants and 

monitor their wellbeing. At the end of the programme, a quiz was organised, the winners of 

which received #Ecowarrior badges. At the end, the participants pledged to become Eco-

Warriors. On the same day, a workshop was conducted by the Youth Alliance of India on Earth-

Shastra. The Earth Shastra session was an immersive journey for students to explore the 

relationship between Ecology, Economics and the Human Self. Around 56 students participated 

in both the events.                                

The annual Orientation Programme of MH Vatavaran was organised on 31 July 2019. The event 

began with the newly elected Union members introducing themselves, followed by screening of 

a presentation about the Society: its Vision, Goals, Organisation and Responsibilities. Future 

plans of the Society were also outlined. Later, the Convener of MH Vatavaran, Dr Bani Roy and 

the Senior Adviser, Dr Amrita Tripathi Sheikh discussed with the enthusiastic volunteers about 

how they could contribute to MH Vatavaran as well as to society as a whole by inculcating 

sustainable habits. Afterwards, the students visited the Paper Recycling Plant and the Compost 

Plant of the College, and the nuances of paper recycling and composting were explained to them. 

Students were full of zeal to contribute their bit towards environmental conservation. A total of 

102 students attended the Orientation Programme. 

During the month of August, WWF-India collaborated with MH Vatavaran for taking the UN 

Tide Turner Challenge. For this programme, WWF-India organized a workshop on ‘The Young 

Leaders Plastic Challenge’. Fourteen students from Miranda House attended this event, held at 

WWF-India, Lodhi Road. Several short films depicting the grave consequences of our 

unsustainable lifestyle were shown, one of them being about the choking of seabirds on 

discarded plastic. Volunteers came to know about Afroz Shah, a lawyer-turned-environmentalist, 

who has been instrumental in organising intensive cleaning of beaches. Students were given a 



toolkit to lead a cadre of 40 students from their respective institutions to carry out activities for 

awareness generation and reduction of the plastic burden. All the MH participants cleared the 

first level of the 3-level challenge and two students successfully completed the challenge.  

Swachhta Pakhwara (Cleanliness Fortnight) was celebrated by MH Vatavaran in collaboration 

with NSS, Miranda House in August. During this drive, students took an oath to keep their 

surroundings, including the College campus, clean. Several cleanliness drives were organised for 

three consecutive days. Around 33 students participated during the entire drive.  

The month of September began with the initiative ‘Single-Use Plastic Free Miranda’. This drive 

was conducted in association with the Department of Geography and the E-cell of Miranda 

House. During the drive, MH Vatavaran volunteers encouraged students to minimize the use of 

single-use plastic wherever possible. An awareness drive was carried out to enlighten the 

students about the adverse environmental effects of single-use plastic and the alternatives that are 

available. A signature campaign was also conducted. A google form was circulated for the same 

and around one thousand students filled up the form. An anti-plastic campaign, 

#IAmAgainstPlastic, was organised, under which, ‘Carry Your Own Cup’ was a drive in which 

all members of the MH community – students, faculty and non-teaching staff – were requested to 

carry their own cups so that they do not need to use plastic cups. More than one thousand 

students participated in the campaign.  

On 3-4 September, MH Vatavaran, in collaboration with the NGO CMS Vatavaran, organized a 

two-day conclave Celebrating the Himalayas. On the first day, a short film titled Global 

Warning, Kashmir Chapter was screened followed by a quiz. In the quiz, the first position was 

bagged by Aishwarya and Sneh. The second position went jointly to two teams, Simran and 

Geetika, Anjali and Badal. After the quiz, Dr Govind Singh from the NGO Delhi Greens 

delivered a talk Our Himalayan Responsibilities. The highlight of the second day was a Panel 

Discussion on the conclave theme with panellists Ms Tilotama Varma (IPS, Addl. Director, 

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau), Dr Sushma Moitra (ex-Associate Professor, Department of 

Botany, Miranda House) and Ms Anu Jogesh (Policy and Governance Head at Acclimatise). A 

total of 103 students attended the conclave. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in partnership with Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) Government of India, United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

and UN Women organised an Innovation Summit and exhibition at Janpath on 10 and 11 

September 2019 with 7 central themes: Clean Energy, Water, Smart Agriculture, Electrical 

Mobility, Air Pollution, Cooling and Waste Management. Miranda House was represented by 4 

students, Jyoti, Khushi, Anushka and Shinytha. 

Like every year, MH Vatavaran organized a post-election Anti-Litter Drive in association with 

NSS on 13 September 2019 to collect the pamphlets and posters strewn around the campus 

during campaigning for the Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) elections. Around 25 MH 

Vatavaran volunteers participated in it. The waste collected was taken to the paper recycling 



plant so that it could be converted into pulp and later be made into beautiful folders and 

notebooks by the Paper Plant staff and Society members. 

On 25 September 2018, at the event Circular Economy of Plastic Waste and Excellence Awards 

for Academia and Community 2019 organised by Pandit Deendayal Upadhayaya Smriti 

Sansthan, Miranda House received Excellence Award “For delivering Excellence in the area of 

Environment and Society”. A few MH Vatavaran volunteers accompanied the Principal and 

some faculty members to the award ceremony held at NDMC Convention Centre, Sansad Marg.                                         

MH Vatavaran has an ongoing collaboration with WWF-India for the project ECHO 2020 on 

Sustainable Development. On 27 September 2019 a workshop was organised in WWF-India, 

Lodhi Estate for the prospective participants of ECHO 2020. Teams from different educational 

institutions were required to identify a specific environmental issue, find solutions/alternatives, 

generate awareness about the problem and its solution, reduce impact of the identified problem 

and encourage community/youth action. After the workshop, the Miranda House team of 4 

students submitted their project idea, the major thrust of which was reducing the consumption of 

single-use plastic in the campus. The project was selected by WWF-India for implementation. 

Under the project, the MH team with volunteers of MH Vatavaran conducted a survey on the 

amount of plastic used in the College eateries. It was a matter of satisfaction for them to find that 

due to the sustained effort by MH Vatavaran and the MH Students’ Union, spearheaded by 

Geography students and faculty over the last year, the consumption of single-use plastic in the 

College had already been reduced considerably. PAM, Nescafé and the MH Cafeteria i.e., the 

eateries of the college, use steel/ wooden cutlery and paper or porcelain cups.  

On 27 September 2019 an Anti-Litter Drive was organised to collect discarded paper from all 

around the college campus. 45 students volunteered for the drive. In October, enthusiastic 

volunteers visited the Delhi Green Show, where they saw a great variety of plants and observed 

innovative ways of reusing waste material. In the annual Diwali Mela Onella of the College, 

students volunteered to monitor different parts of the College as per a roster in order to ensure 

that there was no litter during and after the event. Products from the paper recycling plant 

(registers, notebooks, folders, etc.) as well as manure made in the college were sold at the MH 

Vatavaran stall. Students also made posters and organised plastic bottle collection drives. The 

green wave has spread in the College. In addition to eateries  stopping plastic cutlery and cups, 

students, too, have learnt to say ‘no' to plastic and are doing their bit to ensure sustainability. 

Packaging material also involves newspapers or recycled paper sheets instead of plastic bags 

now. 

On 28 January 2020, MH Vatavaran collaborated for an event on Food Challenge with NET 

IMPACT Delhi University which is an international organization of students and works on 

environmental and social issues worldwide. The event aimed at ‘sustainable solutions to pivotal 

issues in food and agriculture’. The organization launched a global competition where students 

have to give solutions for various problems like how to increase the available food to meet the 

current demand keeping in mind that the solution should also reduce the emission of greenhouse 

gases. 



From 11 February to 14 February 2020, MH Vatavaran celebrated ‘Sustainability Week’ as a 

part of ECHO 2020 project under WWF-India. On 11 February 2020, a Nature Walk was held in 

the College with students walking around the College grounds observing the vegetation along 

with experts from WWF-India and some Botany faculty members. On 13 February 2020, MH 

Vatavaran volunteers participated in two activities held in parallel – a visit to Yamuna 

Biodiversity Park and a Save Petroleum Walkathon in collaboration with HPCL from Miranda 

House to the HP petrol pump on Khyber Pass and back. On 14 February, a Bird Watch was 

organised in the College under the ‘Great Backyard Bird Count’ for the students to experience 

and appreciate the diversity of birds in the campus led by Zoology faculty and students. A total 

of 18 species of birds were observed. Students got to see species like shikra, Eurasian collared 

dove, green pigeon, black- headed barbet, rose-ringed parakeet and many more. 

Currently, MH Vatavaran is collaborating with a group of MH students who call themselves 

Change in Range to reorganise the solid waste management system in the College so that in 

addition to biodegradable waste and paper waste, which are already being taken care of at the 

MH Recycling Plant, plastics and other recyclables can also be segregated and disposed of 

suitably. The campaign includes holding awareness generation workshops for segregation at 

source and placing multiple bins at strategic locations in the College. 

Also on the cards for this academic session are the activities under Tempest 2020 to be held in 

March – a Film-based Quiz, an event on Gandhian Views on the Environment to mark 150 years 

of Mahatma Gandhi and a photography competition on Sustainable Options.  

 

Chetna                                                                                                  

President, MH Vatavaran                                                                  
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Reach out to us by clicking on these icons! We welcome all shades, as long as they are of green.
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